
Prairie Crossing: Creating an American
Conservation Community
In the tapestry of American communities, Prairie Crossing stands out as a
vibrant thread, a shining example of how conservation and community can
harmoniously coexist. This extraordinary book by William H. Whyte
chronicles the birth and growth of this remarkable community, offering a
blueprint for creating sustainable and environmentally conscious living
environments.

Prairie Crossing is a 654-acre master-planned community located in
Grayslake, Illinois, just north of Chicago. Founded in 1991, it embodies the
vision of conservation development, a pioneering approach that prioritizes
the preservation of natural ecosystems while fostering a sense of
community and place.
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The driving force behind Prairie Crossing was William H. Whyte, a
renowned author and urbanist. Whyte's keen eye for human behavior and
his deep appreciation for the natural world led him to question the
conventional suburban development model that was rampant in the post-
World War II era.

Whyte believed that sprawling subdivisions with their monotonous rows of
houses and lack of open space were eroding the very fabric of community.
He envisioned a different kind of development, one that embraced the
natural environment, encouraged social interaction, and fostered a sense of
stewardship.

Creating Prairie Crossing

In the early 1990s, Whyte partnered with a group of developers and
environmentalists to bring his vision to life. The site chosen for Prairie
Crossing was a former dairy farm with rolling hills, wetlands, and
woodlands. The design team, led by renowned landscape architect Peter
Schaudt, meticulously integrated the natural landscape into the
community's fabric.

Prairie Crossing's homes are clustered around common greens and open
spaces, creating a sense of intimacy and fostering neighborly connections.
The community features a network of walking trails that wind through
forests, meadows, and restored wetlands, connecting residents to the
surrounding natural environment.

Conservation and Sustainability

Environmental stewardship is a cornerstone of Prairie Crossing's ethos.
The community's extensive open space preserves local wildlife, protects



water quality, and provides a sanctuary for endangered species. Prairie
restoration efforts have brought back native plants and animals, creating a
vibrant and diverse ecosystem.

Prairie Crossing has also implemented innovative sustainable practices,
such as geothermal heating and cooling, energy-efficient appliances, and a
comprehensive recycling program. These measures reduce the
community's environmental footprint and contribute to a greener future.

Community Building

Beyond its environmental commitment, Prairie Crossing is a thriving
community with a strong sense of belonging. The community center serves
as a hub for social activities, educational programs, and community
gatherings. Residents are actively involved in environmental stewardship
and neighborhood improvement projects, fostering a spirit of collaboration
and shared purpose.

Prairie Crossing's unique design encourages social interaction and creates
opportunities for spontaneous encounters. The common greens, pocket
parks, and walking trails provide spaces for residents to connect with
neighbors, build relationships, and share experiences.

Lessons Learned

Prairie Crossing is not just a community; it is a living laboratory for
sustainable development. Its success has demonstrated the viability of
conservation development and provided valuable lessons for planners and
developers.



One key takeaway is the importance of creating a strong sense of place.
Prairie Crossing's design and amenities foster a sense of belonging and
connection to the natural environment, which in turn encourages residents
to take ownership of their community and invest in its well-being.

Another lesson is the value of community engagement. Prairie Crossing's
residents are actively involved in shaping their community and making it a
better place to live. This participatory approach ensures that the community
remains responsive to the needs of its residents and evolves over time.

Prairie Crossing stands as a testament to the power of human ingenuity
and our ability to create communities that are both environmentally
responsible and socially vibrant. William H. Whyte's vision for a
conservation community has been realized in this extraordinary place,
where residents live in harmony with nature and enjoy a rich and fulfilling
quality of life.

Prairie Crossing: Creating an American Conservation Community is a must-
read for anyone interested in sustainable development, community
planning, or the future of human settlements. It is a story of innovation,
collaboration, and the enduring power of community.

Further Reading

Prairie Crossing Official Website

Prairie Crossing: Creating an American Conservation Community on
Our Book Library

Conservation Development Institute

Why Nature Should Be Part of Every New Development
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