
Unveiling the Hidden Truth: How Bulls Are
Treated Before a Bullfight
Bullfighting, a controversial and much-debated cultural event, has drawn
attention to the treatment of bulls before the spectacle. This article delves
into the intricate processes and practices that bulls endure prior to their
encounter in the ring, shedding light on the often-overlooked aspects of
animal welfare.

Pre-Fight Preparation

Long before entering the arena, bulls are subjected to rigorous training and
preparation. This begins at a young age, as calves are separated from their
mothers and introduced to a regimented life.
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As they mature, bulls are subjected to various exercises designed to
increase their size, strength, and aggression. They are often confined to
small spaces, deprived of natural grazing, and subjected to painful
procedures such as branding and ear-notching.

Psychological Manipulation

In addition to physical conditioning, bulls undergo psychological
manipulations to prepare them for the fight. They are isolated from other
bulls, blindfolded, and subjected to loud noises and aggressive handling.
These practices aim to instill fear and aggression in the animal, making it
more likely to exhibit the desired behavior in the ring.

Transportation and Confinement
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Before the bullfight, bulls are transported long distances in cramped and
unsanitary conditions. They are often deprived of food and water during the
journey, leading to dehydration and distress.

Upon arriving at the bullring, bulls are confined to small holding pens,
where they are left alone for extended periods. The close proximity to other
bulls, coupled with the unfamiliar environment, can lead to stress and
anxiety.

During the Bullfight

The bullfight itself is a highly orchestrated event, designed to showcase the
skills and bravery of the matador. However, behind the spectacle lies a
harsh reality for the bull.
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The Picadors

The first stage of the bullfight involves the picadors. These mounted
horsemen wield long lances to inflict wounds on the bull's back and neck.
The goal is to weaken the animal and make it more submissive.

The wounds caused by the lances are excruciatingly painful, often resulting
in severe bleeding and tissue damage. The pain and distress experienced
by the bull during this phase are immeasurable.

The Banderilleros

After the picadors, the banderilleros enter the ring. Their task is to plant
colorful darts, known as banderillas, into the bull's back and shoulders.
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These darts are designed to further weaken the animal and increase its
aggression.

The banderillas cause intense pain and discomfort, causing the bull to
charge and thrash about in an attempt to dislodge them.

The Matador

The final act of the bullfight is performed by the matador. Armed with a
sword and a red cape, the matador aims to deliver a fatal blow to the bull.
This final act is often bloody and gruesome, as the matador attempts to
execute a perfect kill.

Aftermath of the Bullfight
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Whether the bull succumbs to its wounds in the ring or is ultimately killed by
the matador, the aftermath of the bullfight is equally distressing for the
animal.

Injured bulls that do not die instantly are dragged out of the ring and often
left to suffer in agony. They may be subject to further taunting and abuse
before being mercifully euthanized.

The treatment of bulls before a bullfight is a complex and controversial
issue. The physical and psychological manipulations, the painful
procedures, and the ultimate killing of the animal raise serious ethical
concerns.
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As awareness about animal welfare grows, many people are questioning
the validity of bullfighting as a cultural tradition. The suffering endured by
these animals for the sake of entertainment is increasingly unacceptable to
a compassionate society.

By understanding the hidden truths behind bullfighting, we can make
informed decisions about the ethics of this practice and advocate for a
more humane world for all animals.
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